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For years the idea of spacecraft plying regularly between
earth and space has been pure science fiction.

But now It's becoming science fact. In the shape of the
Space Shuttle Transportation System being developed by

— NASA
__.-————-- msassam pace mission is planned for 1979, prior
*“.!!——-——! ;.!!!!!!" to the first scheduled operational mission in 1980.
e

By the mid 1980, this re-usable space vehicle will be

operating as a commuter ferry, shuttling men and materials
with the same familiar regularity as the 8.15.

The Shuttle is now available in a 1/144 scale Airfix kit,
with over 90 parts. The kit includes two strap on booster
rockets, the huge fuel tank and a Space Lab payload.

Its detailed modelling is an eloquent demonstration of
the close co-operation kindly provided by Rockwell Space
Division, the Space Shuttle’s designers.
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Technical Details
Lift-Off Thrust: 6.61 million Ib
Re-entry Speed: 17,450 mph
Re-entry Height: /6 miles
Touch-Down Speed: 215 mph
SPACE SHUTTLE

1/144 Scale
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ON THE COVER: A superb Transporter Bridge by Vic
Etﬂveie?_vl of Blackpool. Although fully detailed and opera-
tional, the model is surprisingly compact and proves that

advanced constructions of this type need not be exces-
sively proportioned in order to achieve a realistic effect.

Detailed photographs of this model, taken by Norman
Mason, appear on pages 21 and 22 inside this issue.

EDITOR
MICHAEL J.

WALKER

ITHE Editorial of the January Meccano
Magazine constituted something of landmark
in the history of the publication, in that it was
the final one to be penned by our Editor of
recent years, Chris Jelley.

As 1t was explained at the time, Chris res-
igned from Meccano Ltd., for reasons of
advancement in his career, and I'm certain that
every reader will join me in wishing him every
success and happiness in his future position.
Having worked on the *“M.M." for sixteen years
or so, Chris enjoyed a special regard from the
many thousands of Meccano enthusiasts who
benefited from his tireless efforts to produce a
magazine of superb quality.

Ihe biggest question mark hanging over
Chris’ departure was, ‘will the Meccano
Magazine continue to be published? The
"M.M." has weathered so many storms over
recent years, as regular subscribers will be
aware. However, in this case Meccano took
measures well in advance to ensure the con-
tinuance of the Magazine.

Firstly, funds were made available to support
the *“M.M." until WE can get the circulation up
to an economical level. Secondly, Chris Jelley
asked me to take over as Editor—a function |
was dehighted to accept: thirdly, a backup ser-
vice. with the help of an Editorial Assistant, was
set up by the Marketing Department of Mec-
cano Ltd.

AS a Meccano enthusiast myself, I can well
imagine the vital importance of the continuing
publication of the *“M.M.’, serving as it does the
function of ‘official organ’ of the entire Mec-
cano fraternity. As Editor | can state with con-
fidence that the future of the Meccano
Magazine 1s assured, indeed, in my view, it has
an ever-increasing part to play in the life of the
Meccano hobby as a whole.

One of my most difficult tasks as Editor will
be to maintain the extremely high standards of

my predecessor. To assist me to do this, con-
tributions from all sources are of vital impor-

tance. A lively, interesting Meccano Magazine
with a well-balanced layout of articles is only
possible whilst a healthy supply of material
from the readers themselves is available. Your
articles, photographs, letters and advertise-
ments are the life-blood of the Meccano
Magazine; there is no better way one can
ensure a solid base for the future publication of
our*M.M." than by supporting it in this manner!
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IT'S in his hands ... the skill that made Mike Bond the best in Britain. The 33 year old driver employed by the Mersey
Docks and Harbour Company beat all others in a National Dock Labour Board Competition to find the best fork lift truck
driver in Britain's ports. The ability he shows every day on Liverpool docks put him 482 points ahead of his nearest rival in

the annual championships at the N.D.L.B. Training Centre in London. And in addition to the

gleaming trophies he

collected Mike waafresented with a commemorative plaque and a Din Ky Toyfork lift truck by Dock Company Operations

Director Sir Peter

ustin. Mike, who lives in Crosender Road, Crosby, qualified for the top contest when he won the

Mqrseysidg regional competition last June. ‘| drive a car, | drive a boat and | tow a caravan. I'm always behind the wheel',
said Mike. ‘But you have to be particularly conscientious driving a fork lift truck. | do the job because | enjoy it, rather than

just for a living'.

As I take over the Editor’s chair, my thoughts
wander to the responsibilities I assume for the
continuance of a great tradition, and I am
acutely aware of the immense importance of
the Meccano Magazine to the users of Meccano
worldwide. Certainly many storms have had to

be weathered in the recent past, but it is the
nature ol storms to eventually pass over, allow-

ing sunny days to return. With the new Editor-
lal Team’s enthusiasm and your support as out-

lined above, the ‘sunny days’ will indeed return
for the Meccano Magazine!
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BODYWORK

From the rear door pillar backwards, each
side of the bodywork is similarly built up from a
>)Y/2" X 1%2" Flexible Plate, a 212" x 21»"
Iriangular Flexible Plate and a 22" x 1%
Imiangular Flexible Plate around the front

wheel arch, with Strip Plates and a lower band-
ing of 1%2" wide Flexible Plates of various
lengths, these overlayed by Plastic Plates to
give a colour variation between the two wheel
arches. A 52" x 1'2" Flexible Plate and two
2727 x 12" Triangular Flexible Plates edge the
top of the rear wheel arch, while the rear sec-
tion of the side is enclosed by a rectangle
formed by three 5% x 22" Flexible Plates
and one half of a Hinged Flat Plate 44. all
appropriately overlapped. The two lower
Plates are overlaid by a 42 x 252" Plastic
Plate 45 and a 5% x 22" Plastic Plate 46,
Plate 45 extending one hole beneath Plate 46.
The lower edges of the Plates are edged by a
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52" and a 3'2" Strip angled as shown to give
the correct outline. The rear wheel arch is
edged by two 27 Strips and three 2V Curved
Strips, the three latter Strips joined by Fish-
plates.

The front wheel arch is similarly edged, with
the exception of the vertical front component.
At the left-hand side of the model this isa 21>
Flat Girder and, at the right-hand side, a 215"
Strip. The upper edges of the side plates are
overlaid along their full length by three 12>"
Strips with a 22" Strip at the rear.

T'he sides this far built can now be attached to
the chassis by bolting them to the 72" Angle

Girder edging the rear Flat Plates of the floor
and to the 18%2" Angle Girders bolted to the
outer edges of the central Flat Plates of the
tloor. Once this has been done, the lower edge
of each side is overlaid, on the inside. by a
19727 compound flat girder 47 built up from a
12727 and a 9'2" Flat Girder. This Flat Girder
rides over the lower edge of the vertical flange
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of the 18'2" Angle Girder, although it is not
actually bolted to it.

Inside the bus, the left-hand front wheel arch
s encased by a vertical 542" x 214" Flexible
Plate 48 at the front and a 2%2" x 2% Flat
Plate, extended three holes upwards by a 214" x
272" Flexible Plate 49, at the rear. The equival-
ent of Plate 48 in the right-hand wheel arch is a
3727 x 32" compound flexible plate supported
by two overlapping 32" x 214" Flexible Plates.
The sides of both wheel arches are each
enclosed by a horizontal 5%2" x 214" Flexible
Plate 50, this Plate being edged outside along
the top by a 5% Angle Girder. The left-hand
side Plate only is also edged along the bottom
by a 5%27 Strip, this Strip projecting one hole
torwards beyond the edge of the Plate. Bolted
vertically to the end of the Strip is a 22" Strip,
the upper end of which is bolted to the lug of a
227 x V2" Double Angle Strip 51 secured to
the side of the model. The lower rear corner of

cach Plate 50 is attached to the back Flat Plate

A general underside view of the roof showing the interior lighting fitments.

o p—y,

- i."“r




A close-up view of the rear of the model. Note that the darker-shaded plates are plastic plates

overlaying stronger flexible plates for visual effect.

of the wheel arch by a 1" x 1" Angle Bracket.
The top of the arch is encased by a 52" x 212™
Flat Plate 52 bolted to the 5%2" Angle Girder
just mentioned. The rear edge of the Plate is
connected by a 227 Angle Girder to the Flat
Plate at the back of the wheel arch.

Dealing now with the right-hand side of the
model only,a 3'2" Angle Girder 53 is bolted to
the chassis member and fixed to the outer end
of this Girder is a vertical 9%2" Angle Girder

34, the securing Bolt passing through the fourth
hole of the vertical Girder. The lower end of the

Girder is connected to the 22" Strip of the
wheel arch by a Fishplate and the side panelling
s then completed by a 52" Flat Plate, a 52" x
2'/27" Flexible Plate and a 5'2"" x 12" Flexible
Plate, the latter edged along the front by a 12"
Strip and along the top by the 122" Strip edg-
Ing the rest of the side panels. The forward
edges of the Plates are bolted to a 9%2" Strip 55
forming the front window pillar, then another
six window pillars are provided at each side by a
327" Strip, three 42" Strips and two more
5'2" Strips, the latter at the rear and projecting
two holes higher than the others to provide
strengtheners for the raised rear portion of the
roof.

Along the left-hand side of the model, similar
window frame uprights are provided, but
instead of the bodywork being enclosed for-
ward of the front wheel arch, a space for the
access doorway 1s left clear. The doorway is
edged by a vertical 9'2" Strip 56 and a 92"
Angle Girder S6A bolted to the ends of a 52"
Strip overlaying the vertical flange of a 4'2"
Angle Girder 57 secured to the outer edge of
the access step Flat Plate by two Adaptors for
Screwed Rod. These Adaptors serve as the
lower hinge pivots for the twin doors, each of
which 1s built up from two 7%2" Strips con-
nected at the top by a Girder Bracket 58 and
turther connected by a 2" Angle Girder at the
bottom and a 2" Strip seven holes up, at the
same time fixing two 327" x 2" Triangular Flex-
ible Plates in place to provide door panelling.
The Adaptor for Screwed Rod locates in the
inner end hole of the 2" Angle Girder where it
1s held in place by a Spring Clip when the doors
are mounted in position. However, the doors
should not be fitted at this stage.

T'he front bodywork is supplied by four over-

lapping 427" x 212" Flexible Plates extended
outwards and backwards by two 272" x 215"
Flexible Plates at each side, these curved gently
to shape. The Plates are edged at top and bot-
tom by a 7'2" Strip extended at each end by a
2~ Strip, the latter also curved to shape and
bolted to Strip 55 or forward Strip 56 as
appropriate. A 5%2" Strip 59 is bolted to the
front Plates for decoration, while two head-
lamps are each provided by a 17 loose Pulley
overlaid by a 3% Washer. Bolted to the centre
of the upper 72" Strip edging the front panel-
ling 1s a 5%2"" Strip 60 curved gently backwards
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to serve as the windscreen divider.

A sill behind the windscreen is built up from a
7°/2"" Flat Girder 61 extended at each end by a
22" Stepped Curved Strip and attached to the
front panelling by Angle Brackets. The Flat
Girder partially overlays, though is not
attached to, a 9%2"" Strip attached to Strips 55
and 56 by Angle Brackets. Attached in turn to
this Strip by further Angle Brackets is a 912" x
227 Strip Plate 62 extended downwards at the
left-hand side by a 2'2" x 12" Flexible Plate
which 1s also bolted to the vertical flange of the
92" Angle Girder bolted to the front ends of
the floor 12%2"" Strips.

Turning to the rear of the model, two rigid
corner posts are provided by vertical 914"
Angle Girders bolted to the rear ends of the
side panelling. The upper ends of the Girders
are connected by two 3'2"" Stepped
Curved Strips joined by a 52" Angle Girder
63, then the back is enclosed by, working from
the top downwards, two overlapping 4'2" x
2%>" Flexible Plates extended outwards at each
end by a Semi-circular Plate 64 with. below
them. two vertical 412" x 252" Flexible Plates
and, below again, a 92" x 22" Strip Plate, a
427 x 227 Flexible Plate, completely overlaid
by a 427 x 22" Plastic Plate 65. and 212" x
22" Flexible Plate, this also completely over-
laid by a 2127 x 212" Plastic Plate 66. Between
Plates 65 and 66 there is a gap serving as an air
vent for the fan and this is edged by a 3>
Strip, two 227 Strips and a 92" Strip, the last
bolted between the lower ends of the corner
Angle Girders. The rear window is edged bv
two 5%2 Strips and two 32" Strips. the result-
Ing gap between the lower Strip and the 91>
Strip Plate being enclosed by two 2152 x 5™
Flexible Plates. *

The upper edge ot the back is attached to
Angle Girder 63 by a 52 Flat Girder.

SEATING

Before building and fitting the roof, the
internal seating should be completed. The rear
seat 1s provided by a 92 x 212" Strip Plate 67
attached to the back of the body by Angle
Brackets and enclosed at the front by a 92" x
| /2 compound strip plate built up froma 52"
x 1%2" and two 2'2" x 1'>" Flexible Plates
bolted to the vertical flange of Angle Girder 16.
The compound plate is attached to Plate 67 by a
S5%2" Angle Girder 68.

Still 1in the rear, or raised, section of the
model, all additional seats are each provided by
a 3'27 x 2V27 Flanged Plate 69 between the
corners of the flanges of which two 312" x 12"

A close-up view of the front of the model showing the doors, windscreen and front panelling.
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A view of the model with the roof removed to show the interior seating layout.

Double Angle Strips are bolted, the outer for-
ward fixing Bolt at the same time securing the
Plate to the side of the model. The inner for-
ward fixing Bolt also holds a 227" Stepped
Curved Strip in place, this Strip being attached
to the floorbya 1" x 27 Angle Bracket. In the
case of two of the seats, a seat back is provided
by a 3'2" x 227 Flexible Plate, while in the
other two cases, two overlapping 22 x 212"
Flexible Plates serve the same purpose.

In the forward compartment, four larger,
inward-facing seats are each provided bya 5'2"
x 227 Flanged Plate bolted to the side and
braced at the front corners by 22" Strips ang-
led backwards and attached to the floor by
Angle Brackeats.

The driver's seat is provided by a Sleeve
Piece attached to the floor by a Chimney Adap-
tor and topped by a %" Flanged Wheel. Behind
the seat, Plate 48 is edged along the top by a
327 Strip and extended upwards by a 712"
Angle Girder 70, the upper end of which is
extended, via a 1”7 Corner Bracket and a 312"
Strip, to the top of Angle Girder 54. Attached
to Angle Girder 70 is handrail supplied by a
62" Rod held in Handrail Supports. At the
other side of the model Plate 48 1s edged by a
22" Strip and extended upwards by a 72"

Strip which i1s attached to the upper end of

Angle Girder S6A by another 22" Strip.
At both sides of the model a footrest for the

seat provided bv the front wheel arch casing is

supplied by a 52" Angle Girder 71 attached to
Plate 50 by Double Brackets at each end of the
Girder.,

ROOFK

At last the roof can now be built, but, because
internal lighting is attached to the underside.
this should be built separately and attached to
the model when substantially completed. The
roof may be described as having two parts, a
main section and a raised rear section. The
main section, 35" long, is built up from nine
12727 x 227 Strip Plates arranged in threes,
side by side, with curved roof edges supplied by
SY2" x 227 Flexible Plates. Note that, towards
the rear end of the section the roof angles
downwards very slightly and this is achieved by
taking ftull advantage of elongated holes and
slight *play’ in the circular holes. Underside
bracing 1s provided by two longitudinal 122"
Flat Girders, three transverse 7'2" Flat Gir-
ders, a 32" Flat Girder 72, the 52" Strips and
a 7Y2"" Strip 73, all arranged as shown. Note
particularly that one of the 72" Flat Girders is
situated at the rear end of the roof section and
Bolts fixing it in place also secure a 4%2™" Angle
Girder to the back of the section. Bolted to the
vertical flange of this Angle Girderisa 22" x
172 Flexible Plate, extended four holes out-
wards at each end by a 3" x 12" Flat Plate 73.
Each Plate 73 is itself extended outwards by a

1 I...‘-il

2¥2" x 2 Irnangular Flexible Plate 74.

46

The outer upper edges of Plates 73 and 74
are edged by a 52 Angle Girder extended at
each end by a 32" Stepped Curved Strip. The
outer end of the Curved Strip 1s attached to the
outer corner of Triangular Plate 74 and at the
same time 1s bolted to the upper end of a 12"
Angle Girder which will later be secured to one
of the side window uprights.

The rear raised section of the rool is then
enclosed by four central 52 x 227" Flexible
Plates, suitably overlapped, extended outwards
at one side by four overlapping 42" x 27
Flexible Plates and, at the other side, by two
longitudinal 4'27" x 227 Flexible Plates them-
selves extended by four 227 x 2%27 Flexible
Plates. The outer plates are of course all curved
to shape to round off the edge of the roof. The
rear plates of the roof are bolted to Angle Gir-
der 63.

LIGHTING

AS the designer used his original model ftor .
demonstration purposes, he included an inter-
nal lighting system which makes use of some
electrical components not included in the No.
10 Set. Modellers who do not wish to include
the lighting may now finish the model by edging
the roof along its entire length by suitable Per-
torated Strips, at the same time bolting the roof
to the upper ends of the side window uprights.
Note that the Bolt fixing the left-hand front
corner of the roof to Strip 56 also holds an
Angle Bracket and a left-hand Corner Angle
Bracket in place. The spare lug of the Corner
Angle Bracket serves as the upper pivot point
for the front door, a /s Bolt held by a Nut in
the inner end hole of Girder Bracket 58 of the
door locating in the hole in the Corner Angle
Bracket lug. A ¥ Bolt held by a Nut in the
Girder Bracket of the other door locates in the
hole of an ordinary Angle Bracket bolted to the
top of Angle Girder 56A.

Bolted between the ordinary Angle Bracket
at the top of Strip 56 and Strip 55 at the other
side 1s a 9127 Strip 735, the securing Bolts also
holding two Semi-circular Plates in position.
one at each side. The space between the Plates
1S enclosed by three 22 x 12" Flexible Plates
bolted to Strip 75 and edged along the top by a
5%27 Angle Girder 76. %i}ltﬂd between each
end of this Angle Girder and Strip 751sa 1'»"
Strip, the resulting box representing the route
indicator panel. A Meccano nameplate makes a
good substitute for a route indicator! The front
end of the root 1s bolted to the horizontal flange
of Angle Girder 76.

Inside the model. two rooft supports 77 are
cach provided by an 8" Rod located by a Collar
in a hole 1n the 927 Girder edging the tront of
the raised portion of the tloor. The upper end of
the Rod 1s fixed in a Rod Socket secured to the
rool.

For those modellers who do have the equip-
ment and wish to include hghting, a support-
frame 1s built up from two 242" Angle Girders

/8 attached to two 22" Strips which are them-
selves secured to two of the 527 Strips bracing
the underside of the roof, but note that they are
held away from the roof by two Washers and a
Nut on the shank ol each Bolt. Note also that
one Girder 78 is attached to the Strips by
Insulating Spacers to electrically isolate it.
while the other is attached by Angle Brackets
on Bolts packed appropriately with Washers.

Bolted to Angle Girders 78 are seven Lam-
pholders, with lamps, while another Lamphol-
der is attached to the vertical flange of the
Angle Girder to which Plates 73 are bolted.
Note that one terminal of this Lampholder
must be earthed by bolting it direct to the metal
of the model, while the other terminal must be
insulated. This can be achieved by using a
non-Meccano nylon Bolt or a thin 6 B.A. bolt
itted with an insulating washer. The insulated
terminal is connected by a length of insulated
wire to insulate Angle Girder 78.

Another length of insulated wire i1s taken
irom any point on the insulated Angle Girder.
s run down one of the rod roof supports 77 and
takente a 2'2" Insulating Flat Girder 79 bolted
towards the rear end of the left-hand chassis
member. One of the fixing Bolts serves as the

other terminal for the lighting circuit. Insulated

wires from the two Power Drive Units are taken
to separate insulated terminals added to the
Insulating Flat Girder and this finally com-
pletes the model.

See the contents list of the No. 10 Set for the
Parts Required hist for this model.

An underside view of the rear of the roof in
close-up.
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Class

APRIL 1979

4-4-0 Locomotive with Tender C. 1931

Constructed and described by MIKE COTTERILL

Photographs by JOHN WOODWARD
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Fig. 1 A general view of the right hand side of the locomotive showing the faithfully represented lines and details of the prototype. Note the
skilfully constructed boiler, leaving a minimum of vacant holes.

LIKE most Meccano Enthusiasts I find Rail-
way Locomotives attractive modelling subjects.
For Club Meetings. Exhibitions and Charity
Shows | aimed to produce something that
would actually travel and reverse automati-
cally, be easily portable and reasonably faithful
to 1ts Aiurhix 00 Scale Construction Kit pro-
totype.

The heart of the model is the drive unit
shown in figs. 2, 3 and 4. An E20R Meccano
Fig, 2
Below: A view from the top of the chassis, after
the cab and boiler have been removed, showing
the E20R motor and reduction gearing.

Electric Motor, very similar to the recently dis-
continued E15R version, hangs vertically with
it’s switchplate towards the track. It is entended
lorwards by the mainframe sideplates consist-
ing of 527" x 32" Flat Plates spaced by 22" x
| /2 Flanged Plates. The motor is positioned a
little to one side, and by careful siting of gears
along shalfts, four 5:1 reductions are achieved.
Final drive to the front driving wheels i1s by a
¥a” Sprocket to a 12" Sprocket. During con-
struction | found i1t important to incorporate a
tacility to vary gear ratios as I had no real idea
of how the E20R motor would cope ‘on the
track’, but in practice, if the *works™ jam up the
Grub Screws in the Sprocket Wheels slip and by
thus permitting their Axle Rods to rotate in
their Bosses, provide protection for the motor.
[t 1s imperative that both driving wheel axles
move together, connected as they are by the
coupling rods, and this is achieved by the Con-
trate Wheels and Pinions as shown in fig. 4.

The drivers are constructed from 4" Circular

Plates mounted on doubled Bush Wheels with
‘packs of 22 Stepped Curved Strips repro-

Fig. 3

ducing the tlanges. Each *pack’ consists of five
Strips spaced by thin Washers on Long Bolts.
the ends being carefully interleaved with it's
two neighbours. The radn of the 227 Stepped
Curved Strips are not really compatible with
the mounting holes on the 4 Circular Plate but
by gently ‘splaying’ each pack of Strips ven
slightly, a perfect circle can be obtained. The
weight of the model passes from the innermost
Strip of one pack to the outermost Strip of the
adjacent pack. with each quarter rotation of the
driving wheel.

The prototype had three different wheel
sizes. Face Plates with Wheel Flanges were
ideal for the Tender wheels, the smaller front
bogie wheels were reproduced by bolting six
5-Hole Wheel Discs to 27 Pulleys. Although an
unusual arrangement of parts, it has been very
successiul,

For continuous running, power is supplied
via a trailing lead. but the model also incorpo-
rates two long Wiper Arms capable of being
lowered on to the track to receive current fed
through the rails. Electrical insulation is pro-

Below: Shown here separated,the locomotive chassis and the boiler and cab sub-assemblies. Note the

cab interior detail.
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vided by masking tape edging around all the
wheels which, incidentally, reduces wear on
parts.

The cab and boiler can be removed by
unscrewing two Threaded Bosses enabling
closer inspection of the construction details.
The boiler 1s formed around circles of 212"
Stepped Curved Strips, the Flexible Plates
being abbutted wherever possible, rather than
overlaid. Each join is underlaid by 52" x 12"
Flexible Plates to eliminate empty holes. The
chimney 1s modelled in an unconventional but
effective manner by means of a %" Flanged
Wheel bolted to the boiler, it’s boss being wide-
ned out by coils of Meccano Cord.

The piston and valve motions are fully repro-
duced and contribute to the realism of the
model when working. Coupling bars are made
irom several thicknesses of Narrow Strips,
joined by long Grub Screws with a Nut
mounted on each protruding end. The cross-
head, consisting of a Slide Piece, runsona 22"
Strip projecting from the steam chest.

Automatic reversing, of great value in dis-
play work meaning the model can be left for
long periods unattended, 1s accomplished by
mounting two short Threaded Pins on the
EZ0R switchplate. A Coupling at cach extrem-
ity of the six feet long track is positioned to
switch the plate from one side to the other by
means ol engaging a Threaded Pin and allowing
the loco’s momentum of travel to effect the
reverse switching.

T'he following statistics may be ol interest:
Length 357. Width, (excluding steam chests
and external motions) 5. Weight 19 Ib. Gauge
of track, 57 No. of Stepped Curved Strips used.
1 O().

Fig. 4

Above right: Underside of locomotive chassis
showing position of Wiper Arms and insulating
material around the wheels.

Fig. 5
Right: A close-up view of the detailed valve gear.

Show Stopper!

SEEN on the Transvaal Meccano Guild's stand Below: Bucket discharge mechanism, access doors, laddering and many other fine details can be seen
at the Easter 1979 Rand Iair in Johannesbure. in this view of the right hand side of the model. Photograph Kindly supplied by Jacques Rossouw,
South Alrica, was this truly stupendous boom- Secretary of the Transvaal Meccano Guild.

type Excavator by Paul Hatty.

Paul, who graduated from university as an
engineer, used a staggering 10,000 Meccano
parts 1n the construction ol his model, which is
ol a P & H 2100 BL design. Consuming some
three and a half yvears ol Paul’ s spare time in the
making, the completed model reproduces every
lunction ol the original. What's more, the
motions ol travelling, slewing, bucket raising
and lowering are all effected in scale time, no
mean achievement in itsell’!

Approximately 160 links make up the two
caterpillar tracks on which the model travels.
although for display purposes the excavator
was mounted on wooden blocks for the dura-
tion of the show. Other details of note include
powered racking ol the shovel arm, full ladder-
work, handrails cte: and working observation
lamps situated so as to illuminate the working
arca, doors and walkways. These are replicas ol
the pre-war Motor Car Headlight units. man-
ulactured by the Transvaal Meccano Guild.

Built to a scale of 1:12 and finished mainly in
the red and green colour scheme with zine-
plated strips for edging purposes. the model
certainly deserves a long life in front of exhibi-
tion crowds. To this end. one can only hope that
Mr. Hatty was joking when he remarked to a
newspaper reporter that he was going to take it
apart and build another model as soon as the
show was over!

48




LIVING 1n an affluent, westernised, throw-
away soclety as we do, the word ‘Obsolete’
denotes something that has served its purpose
and i1s now due to be discarded and replaced
with new. Housewives eagerly replace their
Washing Machines when a newer, more auto-
mated model 1s introduced, various makes of

Motor Car suddenly depreciate in value on the
announcement of a later model. Hi-Fi1 units

boast proudly of their superior. up-to-date
refinements, inferring thatall earliertypesarein

some way not as good and should be replaced.

In fact the word ‘Obsolete’ generally conjures
up visions of old, decrepit consumer durables
cluttering the benches at Jumble Sales and

Second-Hand shops. Apply this term to Mec-
cano parts, however, and a totally different pic-
ture emerges.

Although the Meccano trade name was only
registered in 1910, Meccano parts as such were
avatlable in the *Mechanics NE‘I{JE Easy’ Outfits
sold before even then. Thus, it is interesting to
note that the Anchoring Clip for Wheels that
was introduced in 1901 with the *MME" sets,
sultered an early demise in 1912 when this form
of athixing wheels to Axle Rods was superseded
by the tamiliar Boss with Set Screw of today.
The Anchoring Clip for Wheels was therefore
one ol the very first obsolete parts, quite a
distinction! Thus it can readily be seen that

out-of-production Meccano parts have been a
feature of the Meccano scene from the very
earliest times, they are not a modern phenome-
non at all.

Whereas our previously mentioned house-
wife may express delight at disposing of her
obsolete washing machine, and motorists may
cagerly trade-in their old cars for new, the Mec-
cano enthusiasts of our time behave in exactly

This page from a 1913 Meccano Manual of Instructions details many parts not available in the

current Range.
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the opposite manner by conserving, enthusing
over and lovingly restoring their obsolete Mec-

cano parts! This extraordinary situation is, I
believe, the result of a combination of circums-
tances unique to the Meccano Hobby, and
Meccano certainly 1s a unique Hobby! Undeni-
ably, the biggest single factor contributing to
today s avid interest in these parts stems from
the fact that, since its invention, Meccano has
adhered to 1ts original size, and equidistant
spacing of holes.

Despite the many changes of colour, re-
arrangement ot Quthit contents and introduc-
tion and deletion ol a huge variety of compo-
nents over its 78 years ol existence, the crucial
tactor of hole size and spacing, the common
denominator as it were, of all Meccano parts,
has remained unchanged. This means that the
crudely fashioned *Mechanics Made Easy
parts, assembled into boxes and tins at the tiny
premises at Duke Street, Liverpool in 1905,
will It the latest, 1979 indescent fimish Strips
and Girders contained in the *Meccanoids’ set,
perfectly! This astonishing lact is [ believe the
main reason why, to a Meccano modeller, older
Meccano parts are practically as welcome as
new ones are, even it thev are not of an out-ol-
production design.

People like myself who unashamedly admit
to attending Jumble Sales and sorting through
job lots at Auctions etc., reap the benefit of
Meccano having been produced for so many
years, in that old Meccano Outhits are com-
monplace and cheap too! Very occasionally one
may be lucky enough to locate a very early

example. containing some of the rare Obsolete
parts. Quite simply, anything not now in the

current range ol Meccano parts can be termed
Obsolete. Some of these are only recent new-
comers to the Obsolete range, lor example the
spoked Wheel and Cone ”uH-.:}.; but the vasl
majority are Pre-War designs such as Wire-
Line For Clock Weight, Pendulum Connection,
Grease Cup etc. Perhaps | need hardly mention
that most labulous of all Obsolete parts. the
Geared Roller Bearing part 167. Anvone lucky
enough to hind one ol these for a few ‘bob in the
local Flea-Market can very quickly realise a
handsome profit by selling 1t to any Meccano
historian!

This brings me nicely to my tinal point, that
of the heavy demand for such parts from large

numbers of advanced constructors worldwide.
As modelling in the many Meccano Clubs
reaches ever higher standards, 1t has Iuluh'
become very much the “in” thing to attempt.

far as possible, to build models from old instruc-

tions manuals and leatlets in contemporary
parts and colours. There’s no denying the dis-
tinctive appeal of such constructions, so eflec-
tively conveying the atmosphere ol the carly
Meccano days.

Far from discarding older Meccano parts in
his Outfit, the Modeller of today realises their
enduring value and the sohd unmlhuinm they
are capable of making to his Hobby. For those
who have not yet discovered the extra dimen-
sion the wealth of discontinued parts can add to
their Meccano modelling, 1 heartilv recom-
mend a browse through vour nearest Junk
Shop. Who can tell?’—there may be a rare
Nickel-Plate Gearéd Roller Bearing *Going for
a Song'!




and the History of Aviation

(SG

by Brian W. Williams

Part 1: Introduction

T'H IS series of articles is not intended to be a detailed history of aviation, but rather a brief
survey covering the historical background, and including some of the more important
developments and notable aircrafi since the advent of powered, controlled flight in 1903. It
is hoped to illustrate the series with models in Meccano, and to mention some of the
aeroplane models which have appeared in Meccano literature.

AIRCRAFT have been popular modelling sub-
jects with enthusiasts for many years, and many
excellent models in both flving and non-flying
form have been produced in various materials
bv model-makers all over the world. Non-flying
-cale models of aircraft still enjoy a vast follow-
ing todav. chiefly as a result of the introduction
of the injection-moulded plastic kit, and this 1s
bv far the most popular material.

Aircraft models have also been popular with
manyv Meccano enthusiasts since the early days
of Meccano. and several admittedly rather sim-
ple and unrealistic models were published In
earlv. Meccano Manuals, such as the simple
Monoplanes for Outfit No. 2 published 1n the
1913 and 1919 Manuals, which appear to have
been based on the Bleriot XI of cross-Channel
fame.

One of these models 1s shown 1n Fig. 1.

[t should be mentioned however, that the
restricted range of Meccano parts available at
the time, for instance the lack of Flexible Plates,
did not make the modelling of realistic aerop-
lanes in Meccano very easy. Additionally, Mec-
cano aircraft models of the early nineteen-
hundreds reflected to a large degree the s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>